INCREASE IN BUSINESS RATES – BUSINESS RATES GROUP
In early October you will receive notification from the Valuation Office at the Inland Revenue of the increase in Rateable Value of your business premises – which will take effect from 1st April 2010. 
In some cases this increase will be significant but how can you tell if it is fair and correct? It matters as this assessment will determine the increased rates payable by your business for the next 5 years; at a time when the Government will be looking to raise more money from business to reduce their own record debt.
You can Appeal against your increased Rateable Value – however this is pointless unless you know the ‘tone of values’ set by the Inland Revenue in your area and this requires detailed knowledge of assessments of other business premises in your town. Inland Revenue have all the information to defend their assessment of your premises – you need to have equal knowledge and professional advice to win an appeal.
Welcome to the Business Rates Group (BRG). In market and county towns throughout England and Wales BRG are encouraging local businesses to join together and share details of their new assessments. These can then be analysed by our expert local Chartered Surveyors and those businesses that are found to have been overcharged by Inland Revenue can appeal their assessment from a position of strength and confidence. 

The costs of participation with BRG are nominal in relation to the potential benefits to your business. There is an initial fixed charge of £150.00 + VAT to reference and measure your premises. We can then advise whether you have been overcharged in which case we can appeal on your behalf. If we succeed in reducing your Rateable Value (RV) we will charge a one-off fee of 20% of the RV saving in year 1. There is no charge for the appeal unless a reduction in Rateable Value is achieved.
Cole-Raine has been appointed as the BRG Expert Chartered Surveyors. Please call us when you receive your new assessment. 
01527-577882

Email - businessratesgroup@cole-raine.co.uk
